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Climate and Security Nexus - Improving Peace and Stability through Climate Change Adaptation

and Conflict Prevention in Iraq (ISCAP) ‘
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Iraq

The aim of the project is to further enhance the ability

of the Government of Iraq on national and governorate

level to identify and respond to drivers of instability and

violence in selected hotspots.
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Political Partner: Ministry of Planning
Duration: 08/2023 — 01/2026 1 5l Baa
Project region: Federal Iraq a3 Gloal g s pial) dakaia
Commissioning Party: German Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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The project supports the Government of
Iraq to:

Assess climate-related risks for stability
and conflict with a hotspot analysis
and early warning tool.

Joint planning and implementation of
pilot projects in collaboration with
relevant stakeholders from the
Government of Iraq.

Increase the coordination for
coherence among stakeholders and
the donor community as well as between
governmental stakeholders.

Enhance knowledge transfer of new
ideas and locally adopted adaptation
measures with a series of “Climate
Solution Labs” under the patronage of
the German Embassy.

Enable regional knowledge transfer
and facilitate peer learning for relevant
stakeholders with a focus on the MENA
region.
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The Climate Change and Security Nexus

In Iraq climate change impacts coincide with
multiple challenges:

 a volatile security situation,

¢ governance gaps,

« economic and demographic pressures,
« extreme weather conditions,

* severe environmental degradation.
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Climate change acts as a threat-
multiplier, increasing the risk of
destabilization and escalation of existing
tensions and conflict.

The ability to respond includes
enhanced analytical capacities,
planning and early action on the
climate and security nexus.
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Geo-spatial Analysis and Mapping
— a Foresight Tool
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Objectives of the Foresight Tool

Objective of this tool is to support the Gol in the
adoption of early warning methodologies by designing
a convincing, ready-to-use, user-friendly IT tools

Strengthening the Government of Iraq (Gol) to
anticipate and respond the climate-security risks.

Cross-analyses of many dimensions necessary:
climate hazards, temperatures, water access,
agricultural livelihoods, climate-security, population
dynamics, etc.

Which population groups are impacted in which way?
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Challenges

Adoption of new seemingly = complex
methodologies can be challenged by the
preconceived notion that their difficult
assimilation will represent a waste of time and
resources, compared to existing processes

Access to reliable data is a significant challenge
in Irag. Disclosure of disparities between needs
and resource allocations could provoke public
unrest, making Iraqi institutions cautious about
sharing data.

The buy-in from Iraqi institutions is essential for
this work. This requires demonstrating tangible
benefits, such as alignment with government
priorities or the provision of new insights.
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Potential

Successful projects therefore need to build
confidence and interest by involving end-users
as early as possible in the development process,
to ensure that the solution is fit-for-purpose and
tailored to capabilities and technical /
organizational constraints.

They also need to convince of their added value
compared to existing alternatives. Additionally, to
ensure sustainability after the project lifetime, it
is important to identify key individuals / services
that will be capable of taking over the tools
management. These need to be involved in the
co-creation of the solution.
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Selected Indicators and Data Sources

The right panel will display key
information about the selected
district:

« Its population and the number of
displaced persons,

* Its wvulnerability to risks linked to

agriculture, water or climate,

« The yearly average of the selected
layer in this district

» The occurrence of security events in
the district over time and the keywords
associated with these events

All layers are available from 2016 to
current. The layers that are available as
a grid are displayed on the map as a
yearly average (the value of each pixel
corresponds to the average for that
year).
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Security Events

ACLED registered security events layered
with climate change hotspot locations
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Current Status Al g gl

* Now, ISCAP team is working with Basra Governorate Cuul )..a.d\ aladlaa &= ISCAP (58 Jamy ¢« 0N) o
to integrate their central database within ISCAP j_mj\ 310 é agd dalall 458 )l byl sacld
forecasting tool to enhance the prediction of & Jala @L\A\ u-c‘i\ Gl gy il 3y )

climate security incidents within the level of this
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working in climate-security hotspots is essential. fall S8 ¢ ) EVRRIRTY
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* This collaboration ensures that efforts are not OSSO s 2 geadl Aaal 535 pie gl 138 paay e

duplicated and that interventions are more Le)&f—l-@.-!i anaiil) ae Loy \J_,_,u )’_;gi Ry B
impactful. Coordination also helps connecting the : 1Y %y weaiedl calailadl e | el
Central-level to affected Governorates (example e .")'S“'J P ERER ESJSJA“ ‘Ls(y\_m
Basra), and Coordination between different IS OE S . J‘ L
Ministries at the central level. Rl (5 fusal
e The establishment of a climate security action ¢ @m‘ (A d'@ de gana oL g o) Sy e
cluster, possibly through entities, could provide a A e L sladll 1] ) e Q}-uw}d\ DA (e
platform for these collaborations. By embracing Cileadl &))M Sar ¢ kY s i (i
such frameworks, ISCAP and other actors can o & Lages ddlad 3l Ls);y\ ale L&)
enhance the effectiveness of their climate security i G all & Al Q—o“ﬁ\

efforts in Iraq.
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Conclusion

Leveraging anticipatory action and EWS is not just
about responding to climate impacts—it’s about
proactively preventing the security risks that climate
change brings to fragile regions like Iraq. Through
strategic coordination, data sharing, and collaboration
with both government and climate actors, ISCAP can
play a crucial role in improving peace and stability in
Iraq, ensuring that climate change adaptation efforts
also contribute to conflict mitigation.

ISCAP’s climate forecast tool has the potential to serve
as a central reference for all climate and security
data. It will consolidate all data concerning the climate-
security nexus in a single tool to optimize data
utilization, enhance collaboration, and improve
informed decision-making processes of all
stakeholders.
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