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Agenda paiaY

» Benefits of understanding the relationship between water and conflict
« Pathways for inclusion of these topics in academia
* Introduction of the WPS toolbox

 Discussion on the current status and future needs of water-conflict sensitivity in
academia
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Benefits of understanding the water-conflict relationship:

1. Knowledge of system dynamics .. .
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« While conflict is inherent to water pbial) lSalipny 42 pall ]
management, the relationship between water
and conflict is complex
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Benefits of understanding the water-conflict relationship:
1. Knowledge of system dynamics

« Awareness of this relationship can help to Garapgd ]
identify the root causes that can be addressed
in governance and management at multiple

Competition
SCaleS ok of L _—1 overwater \
livelihoods ‘
» This includes identification of important / /\ Yioten
additional factors (social, economic, political) S wrater
that affect the relationship e governance Protest \ /

* Inclusion of diverse perspectives improves this
comprehensive understanding

Government

Lack of water deligitimization
" . supply
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2. ldentification of meaningful interventions
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» This process can help to identify
cost-effective and sustainable
interventions that address the root of
the problem
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Conflict related to water wells in Nigeria appeared to be a water-scarcity concern until

a participatory conflict analysis revealed that concerns were primarily related to voting
rights. Image courtesy of: https://www.eib.org/en/stories/niger-water-development
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ChatGPT said: .
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3. Support for effective implementation

» Greater understanding of the broader
water-conflict relationship can support the design
of implementable solutions

» Allows for consideration of acceptable solutions

 When developed in a participatory way, can further
inform the feasibility of interventions, encourage
feelings of ownership for implementation, and
support monitoring and compliance

atanai ac ) O (ay 1 3l g oball (p drsl ) A8Vl Bac V) agdll o) @
arill A8 J 5l
Al giall Jlall & laill it o
(S g s (o4 ST IS agaad O (S A JLET A ylay o yy sk ic 5
Anmgliall Cililae ac g cdpdiill olad ALl ) gnill) 3 jad 5 ccDlAil (5 5aa
JliiaY

Jladl) Lail s

Citizen science initiatives can support both implementation and
enforcement of environmental policies. Image courtesy of:
https://www.science.org/content/article/lagoon-effectively-person-
says-spanish-law-s-attempting-save-it and Andrews et al. (2017).
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4. Mitigation of unintended consequences B gualal) & 8) gal) (o aal)

 Knowledge of this relationship is critical to ensure
that decisions, actions, and investments “do no
harm” that can intensify or create new tensions

* Water-related impacts
 Hamper social dynamics
» Affect governance and power relationships
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Flower farming investments in East Africa provided beneficial

employment opportunities but also created tensions related to o -
" . -~ ”
pollution and unequal distribution of benefits. Image courtesy of WMY\ L-\l.\S.\Al_L\JM d_ju ()
I . W I -~

Marquette, 2021.
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5. Facilitate future cooperation and peacebuilding Sl gLy g ¢y glasll 3 Jas

e This understanding can also help to identify spaces
for proactive conflict mitigation and peacebuilding
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WPS dialogues in Mali that present the opportunity for
participatory identification of the water-social system and
potential interventions.
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5. Facilitate future cooperation and peacebuilding Sl gLy g ¢y glasll 3 Jas

 When done in a participatory way, the process to . S ——l
design interventions can further support cooperation = =

* The process can help to build consensus amongst
stakeholders, providing a shared language for
negotiations, dialogue, and decision making

* The building of relationships and trust through
decision-making process can support future
cooperation over a range of topics
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S w! R WPS dialogues in Mali that present the opportunity for
U5 \ ) participatory identification of the water-social system and
- . . .. potential interventions.
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A broad range of stakeholders can implement water-conflict sensitivity
lally (alaial) £ 3l dpla g 1dE datiaall claval (e dad g de ganal (S

 Given the complex relationship between O cg ) 3 5 olaall ( A8Mal) & el 1,100
water and conflict, many fields are el 5 CaidAl) 3 sea Alia Chld VL (e 2aall
relevant to mitigation and peacebuilding. AL

 Implementing stakeholders can include: padiall Cilgal) Jadi o ¢Sy

» Decision-makers DAl g liae
» Practitioners including investors and the aldll g Uadll 5 ¢ 5 patinall clly (8 Loy ¢y g jlaalle

private sector dae Sall e Clabaiall g ) saanalSYle
» Academics and NGOs alal ) sganlle

* The general public

e Academic institutions provide a valuable opportunity to introduce topics of
water and conflict to a large number of stakeholders in Iraq.
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Inclusion of water-conflict sensitivity in academic curriculum

Data &
information

£

WATER
GOVERNANCE
Innovative

s

Curriculum can support stakeholder engagement processes in
basin management plans to address issues of conflict sensitivity.
This kind of process is built into the OECD principles on water
governance (Akhmouch & Correia, 2016).
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e Curriculum

* Canintroduce topics relevant to water-conflict sensitivity
into existing educational programs

« Examples caninclude: Lectures on environmental and
social impact assessments, legal mechanisms for conflict
resolution, environmental negotiation, public survey data
collection, or stakeholder engagement processes
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Academic research to address water-related security risks
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Water Points Water Points availability by WARD
* Research :
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» Supports understanding of the
water-conflict relationship and key
points of interventions

» Contributes to developing potential
solutions to reduce stressors and
support conflict mitigation |
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WPS Toolbox: Materials for water-conflict sensitivity
G g adlead) g olal) ) g3} 4 gane WPS Toolbox

Materials

Topic/ g s<asa

<l gdaa
Tools Global Early Warning Tool
< gl
How to use the Global Tool
Iraqg Dashboard
Introduction to Irag dashboard
Publications Entry-points for Collaborative Water Governance in Southern Iraq
Q\JJM‘

Understanding the Pathway from Water Insecurity to Urban Migration in Southern lraq

The WPS Approach: A design for an integrated, inclusive and informed approach to address water-related
security risks

Water Quantity and Water Quality in Central and South Iraq: A preliminary assessment in the context of
displacement risk

Water Governance in Iraq - Enabling a Gamechanger

Action Needed: Three Priorities for Iraq’s Water Sector
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WPS Toolbox: Materials for water-conflict sensitivity (continued)

Materials . .
Topic/ g s<asa
<l gdaa
Publications Water challenges and conflict dynamics in Southern Irag: An in-depth analysis of an under-researched crisis
(continued) . :
el Lkt The Impact of Covid-19 in Water-Stressed Iraq
&)y gudal)
Water for peace: how to make climate action conflict sensitive
Ending conflicts over water
Interprovincial Water Challenges in Iraq
Are water and conflict linked and what actually links them
Videos The drying marshes: Water, conflict and peace in South Iraq
ol alalia o " ) )
Water scarcity in Irag: From Competition to Collective Action
A single hand doesn't clap - Toward Collaborative Water Governance in Iraq
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WPS Toolbox: Materials for water-conflict sensitivity (continued)

Materials -
Category /42 Topic/ g 925
<l gdaa
Training materials Linking Water, Peace & Security
cuail) 3 ga *Global Early Warning Tool
*Regional Approach
WPS E-learning *Bridging Socio-Hydrology

*Preventing & Managing Water-Related Conflicts
*Water Law & Governance Mechanisms
*Gender, Water, Peace & Security

*Definitions of conflict, and related terms
Introduction to water and *The link between water-related risks and conflict
conflict * Investigation of the different intervening factors that determine the link between
water and conflict

*Common water challenges in Iraq
*Analysis of water resources within Iraq
eInterprovincial conflict analysis in Iraqg

Hydrologic and social
dynamicsin lraq

Introduction to conflict sensitivity
Conflict sensitivity Impacts of water policy on social cohesion
*Power dynamics in water conflicts
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WPS Toolbox: Materials for water-conflict sensitivity (continued)

Materials o . .
Category /4@ Topic/ g s<asa
<l gdaa
Training materials *Challenges with water quality and quantity governance
(continued) *The role of institutions in managing water resources
5l ) e Governance tools . m:g:?ngsms and processes for managing water resources: Basin management

*Environmental assessment for planning in a conflict sensitivity context
Lessons from hydrodiplomacy

*Transboundary conflict and cooperation: Legal and institutional mechanisms
Legal mechanisms «Principles of national water law and their implications for conflict resolution
*Water law in federal countries

» Dialogue as a mechanism for conflict resolution and conflict sensitive water
management

*Foundations of environmental dialogue and facilitation

*Your role as facilitator

*Understanding conflict sensitivity in dialogue facilitation

*Analysis tools for conflict sensitivity: The onion diagram

Dialogue processes

Introduction to systems analysis
Systems analysis «Systems thinking and policy analysis for IWRM
Introduction to causal loop diagrams with exercises
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WPS Toolbox: Materials for water-conflict sensitivity (continued)

Materials -
Category /42 Topic/ g 925
<l gdaa
Training materials *The basics of Agent-Based Modelling (ABM)
(continued) ) ) » Analysing water-related migration in Southern Irag using Agent-Based Modelling
il o Modelling tools for policy with exercise
Te - dashboards *The basics of hydrologic models
*Bridging hydrological and social analysis
*Policy dashboard development

Materials can be accessed from the QR code or the link below:
https://waterpeacesecurity.org/info/wps-symposium-Baghdad-2025
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https://waterpeacesecurity.org/info/wps-symposium-Baghdad-2025

Questions?
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Discussion s

Current status

 How are water-conflict sensitivity or water related-security risks currently addressed in
research and academic curriculum?
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Discussion s

Next steps

* From your different perspectives, what research on water related-security risks is needed in
lraq?

« What water related-security risk information would be useful for practitioners (e.g.,
decision makers, the broader public) to know, that can be taught in an academic setting?

 What is needed to promote water water-conflict sensitivity in research and curricula?
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Conclusion dadAl|

* There is value to embedding awareness of the water conflict-relationship in
academic curriculum and research

* Multiple resources exist to support these processes

* Ongoing discussions can help to identify these needs in Iraq and build collaboration
moving forward
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Website: waterpeacesecurity.org \-"
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