
ENVIRONMENTMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
FOR PLANNING IN A CONFLICT 
SENSITIVE CONTEXT

Bobbi Schijf
Netherlands Commission for Environmental Assessment

Excerpts from slides prepared for Water, Peace and 
Security tailor-made capacity development activities in 
Iraq. Please attribute authors when using materials.



Environmental Assessment for better decision-making





Environmental 
Assessment for 

project-level 
decision-making 

=
environmental 

(and social) impact 
assessment 

EIA or ESIA 

Application of E(S)IA around the world





Dialogue

Influence

Information

Key components of  impact assessment 



Environmental 
assessment for upstream 

planning 
=

strategic environmental 
assessment (SEA)



Application of SEA around the world



SEA in the region



Countries have different procedural requirements



Netherland 
Commission for 
Environmental 
Assessment 
(NCEA)

In the Netherlands



Internationally

Netherlands 
Commission for 
Environmental 
Assessment 
(NCEA)



SEA case: Room for the River

With special thanks to Pieter Jongejans (NCEA) 

and Ingwer de Boer (WUR)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Netherlands_in_Europe.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Objectives
of the plan

Increase level of 
flood protection
& improve
quality of 
environment 
(win-win)



Integration

• ‘project-agency’ of main 
responsible ministries, working 
closely with local government, 
responsible for both SEA and 
plan development

• SEA prepared by this agency, 
consultants compiled 
background documents or 
sections of the assessment

Source: Unesco-IHE



Participation 
throughout

• Continuous: 2 regional steering 
groups with representatives 
from (local) governments, 
agencies and organized NGOs 
(e.g. agriculture, environment)

• Regional offices established

• Local notifications and 
information provision

• Local meetings 
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Developing alternatives

Types of measures:



1100 m

450 m

1500 m

Lent

Nijmegen

Example: the Waal



Public 
resistance



Public 
hearings



Joint location 
visits
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SEA assessed and compared…

And on safety and costs



Decision-making

• Plan adopted consisted of alternative 
designed in SEA&plan process 

• Decision accepted by all parties, without 
much controversy 








